253. ORANGE RIVER COLONY AND THE BRITISH INDIANS

The Farmers' Congress, which was held on the 8th instant at Bloem-
fontein, drew from His Excellency the Governor of the Orange River
Colony the following remarks about the anti-Indian legislation of that
Colony:

With regard to the introduction of Asiatics into the Colony, this is a very
delicate question for me to touch upon as there is considerable feeling amongst
our people at Home in regard to British Indians, but at present I may say there
will be no alteration in the legislation from that adopted by the late Govern-
ment, nor do we contemplate at present any alteration
Here, then, we have a definite pronouncement from the head of the
State as to the disabilities of the British Indians in the Colony.   It would,
therefore, appear that there is to be no relief from the galling restraints
that are put upon the Indians as soon as they enter the Orange River
Colony.
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254. THE LATE LORD NORTHBROOKE1
We were profoundly grieved to read the news of the death, on Wednes-
day afternoon., of H. E. Lord Northbrooke. We have been familiar with
his name for years now. Lord Northbrooke succeeded Lord Mayo as
Viceroy and Governor-General of India after the latter's assassination.
Two memorable and historic events took place during his viceroyalty:
the Prince of Wales' tour of India2 and the deposition of H. H. Maharaja
Malharrao Gaekwad of Baroda.3 We mourn him especially because Lord
Northbrooke had great sympathy for us. He proffered excellent
advice and even extended help, whenever necessary, to the represent-
atives of South African Indians when they were in London during
1897-8. Apart from this, he assured them that, should the need ever
arise to ask questions about us in the House of Lords, he would help to
the utmost. Sympathetic letters from His Lordship used to be received
even at Durban. The local Congress will, we are sure, discharge its duty
by passing a fitting resolution. The Transvaal Indians in Johannesburg
have done the right thing by passing an appropriate one, with which we
are in full agreement.
[From Gujarati]
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1  Viceroy of India, 1872-76.
2  In 1875.
3  On a charge of attempted murder of the British Resident, though the Court of Inquiry
could not reach unanimity concerning his guilt.